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PROMOTING GOOD PRACTICES
An integrated vision of the problem including all stakeholders is 
essential to ensure better prevention and risk assessment. This 
is the approach adopted by the Climate and Clean Air Coalition 
(CCAC), whose secretariat, situated in the UN’s Environment 
office, is led by Helena Molin Valdés. This initiative – whose 
members include governments, international organizations, 
research institutions, members of civil society and the private 
sector – rolls out, supports and promotes innovative solutions 
for tackling indoor air pollution around the world, with a 
special focus on poor rural areas. In terms of public policy, 
some countries are leading the way by enacting standards 
and procedures that encourage best practices and making 
systematic checks on indoor air quality. The South Korean 
example is presented by Dong Hwa Kang, associate professor at 
the University of Seoul.
INFORMING CITIZENS
Over and above tightening up standards and regulations, the 
question of the public’s perception of air pollution is crucial. 
The study conducted by the Elabe consultancy in France, 
Belgium and Shanghai, reveals that indoor air pollution is now 
commonly identified as a health risk. It highlights parents’ 
increasing concerns about the quality the of air their children 
are exposed to inside school buildings. However, persistent 
lack of information about air quality often results in highly 
subjective diagnoses, worsened by the diffi  culty of identifying 
exact pollution sources. This state of aff airs suggests that eff orts 
should be made to increase knowledge about this invisible form 
of pollution. 
ART’S ROLE IN REVEALING INVISIBLE POLLUTION
The conundrum of raising awareness about indoor air quality 
springs from the diffi  culty of alerting people to the existence 
of a danger that is hard to perceive by essence. By reaching out 
to our emotions and symbolic representations, contemporary 
art helps materialize the threats that air pollution poses. Art 
makes it possible to surpass mere conceptual comprehension 
of an issue by offering a memorable sensory experience 
that deconstructs our certainties and spurs us into action. 
Committed artists such as Andrea Polli in the USA and 
Michael Pinsky in the UK, backed by scientists like Norway’s 
Laura Sommer, occupy public spaces to present climate art 
which interrogates spectators regarding their own share 
of responsibility. 
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The keys to scaling up solutions for better air quality lie not only in implementing 
ambitious policies to provide clean air for all, but also in greater public awareness 
of the impacts of air pollution on health and the environment.
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